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BLACK BOURTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON 6™ JULY 2026 AT 7.11PM

Cllrs Dominic Shaw (in the chair), Andy Lanham, Peter Miles.
In attendance: C Street (clerk), District ClIr Alistair Wray.

Declaration of Office: Chairman Clir Dom Shaw signed the declaration as agreed at

the annual parish council meeting where the paperwork was not available.
Apologies for absence: District ClIr Alaric Smith

Variation of order of business: None

Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: None

Reports from County/ District Councillors:

District Council:

Development of draft local plan is at consultation stage. Required to make
provision for 18000 houses up to 2043.

Consultation on Witney and Chipping Norton markets.

There is a notice on the strengthening of fly tipping responses.

Work has finished on adapting residents’ houses with disabilities to enable
them to live independently.

Noted that certain speculative housing developments around Brize Norton
and Carterton are not included in the local plan. As this has not yet been
adopted it is not in force yet.

Increase in traffic in West Oxfordshire generally demonstrates the need for
better transport links.

Suggestion to increase the size of Carterton Market as it used to be larger.

County Council: no update
Meeting minutes of 20" May 2026 were signed as a true record. There was no

meeting held in June 2026.
Matters arising from last minutes:

Letter to EA re flooding has been re-sent. (leave on action list to chase). | PM
James Spicer has asked to meet up to view areas of concern. Cllr Miles
is awaiting response from J Spicer to arrange date. ON GOING.

Request re-quote for tennis court surface cleaning & re-marking. DS

Cut back poplar & blackthorn on Station/Alvescot Rd - awaiting date AL/PM
from Chris Collett to cut them back. ON GOING.

Papers to be reviewed in the warmer weather. ON GOING.

Fit footpath signs to posts when councillor availability and ground AL/PM
conditions allow. ON GOING.
Filing — Cllr Shaw has picked up the filing from the previous clerk. DS

Footbridge off school lane/Bampton Road needs metal safety coversto | AL
prevent slipping. Report on Fix My Street. Get quotes in the meantime.

ON GOING

Invoice BBVA for half the walnut tree cutting invoice once we have Clerk
received this.

Speed sign is not working — get quote for repair. On going. AL
BBVA — request assistance with funding play park. On going. DS
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Planning applications:

| None
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Finance and accounts for payment: RESOLVED to make the following payments:

BANK BALANCE \ As of 31 May 2026 \ £10,127.79
Invoices paid before meeting:
Andy Lanham Reimbursement for tree £88
Chris Collett June grass cutting £361.66
Outstanding invoices to be authorised at meeting:
OALC Job evaluation £180
Chris Collett July grass cutting £361.66
Chris Collett August grass cutting £361.66
Playgrounds Remainder balance to repairs quote & | £2,934
Unlimited bark pit works
Elan City Speed signs £ 2507.99
Direct Debits & Standing Orders:
Scribe July subscription £27.60
Lloyds Bank Card fee £3
Cathy Street Wages for June (should have been £319.96
£231.44, but standing order
amendment was not authorised in
time. £88.52 to be taken off July
wages)
Cathy Street Working from home allowance £26
Unity Trust Bank Service charge £7
Debit card payments:
None
TOTAL PAYMENTS | | £7178.53

Bank balance: The quarterly bank reconciliation was signed.

Banking signatories: The amendment to the banking signatories to allow councillor D
Shaw (Chair), as well as clerk, to be able to set up payments, was agreed and signed.
Period of Public Rights for AGAR 2025/26: This was missed off the annual May
agenda. It has been noted and has been advertised.

Highways update:

e Pothole outside The Vines is still outstanding — clerk to find contact so this
can be escalated to OCC.

e Noted that there is a need for further traffic calming along B4020. No action
was taken at this time.

Playground/RoSPA report:

e Request for update on the state of the tennis court surface — quotes to be
sought once budgets have been checked.

e Chase contractor for date for cutting back the ivy around the play park.

Green Spaces:

e  Walnut tree by brook has now been cut down and the wood has been left. It
was agreed to get an update on whether the contractor will be clearing the
wood, although we are happy for it to be left as a wildlife area.

e Two cherry trees on The Green appear to be either dead or dying. Despite
watering taking up a lot of time and due to the hot weather, they are not
thriving. Agreed we will need to budget for their removal and to review them
at the end of the year.

BBVA update: No update.
Website & newsletter update: Remove web article about the climbing frame.
Policies & Procedures update: The following policies were reviewed:
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The next parish council meeting is at 7pm on Monday 7" September 2026 at St Mary’s Church.

SIGNED:

Website Accessibility Statement
IT Policy

Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy
Document Retention Policy
Standing Orders

Financial Regulations

Code of Conduct

Complaints Procedure Policy
Sickness and Absence Policy
Disciplinary Policy

Planning and Procedure Policy
Co-option Policy

Child protection Policy

Training update: None.

Correspondence:

Oxfordshire quiet lanes pilot programme now open for expressions of
interest. The parish council have given their feedback to the OCC.
Overhanging foliage was reported to the parish council however this is in
Alvescot, not Black Bourton.

OALC newsletter — Investigate TOE grant for replacement trees.

Special thanks: Nick and Nicky Holmes for repainting the large climbing frame.
Any other business — for information only for the next meeting agenda (no decisions

to be made):

General review of speed limits on Oxfordshire’s rural A and B class road
network — Stakeholder consultation — West Oxfordshire district. It was noted
that we would generally support the proposed reductions in speed from 60
to 50mph.

The meeting closed at 8.28pm.

DATED:

AL



