Black Bourton Parish Council
Biodiversity Policy
Background

Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 there is a duty on public
authorities in England, including Parish Councils to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of
their policy or decision making. This was further strengthened by the Environment Act 2021 so
public authorities must now consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity in
England. This means a public authority must

e Consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity.
o Agree policies and specific objectives based on their consideration.
e Act to deliver policies and achieve objectives.

Definition

According to Defra (Biodiversity 2020)?, biodiversity is the variety of all life on Earth. It includes all
species of animals and plants — everything that is alive on our planet.

The Local Area

Black Bourton Parish Council is a rural village, with a considerable number of natural areas, including
brooks, hedges, ditches, farmland and woodland areas.

Parish Council responsibilities

The Parish Council owns the Village Greens.

The Parish Council leases the Recreational Ground.

The Parish Council is responsible for the cutting of Village Greens and grass verges.
The Parish Council is responsible for the condition of trees on Parish Land.

Aims and objectives

The object of this policy is to work towards enhancing and protecting the biodiversity of Black
Bourton. Black Bourton Parish Council will consider sustainability, environmental impact and
biodiversity when making decisions and will develop and implement policies and strategies as
required.

What the Parish Council will do

¢ Consider the impact on biodiversity in the decisions made through the Parish Council, including
when commenting on planning applications.

* |t will avoid unnecessary use of pesticides and herbicides used on Parish Council owned land,
seeking alternatives where possible.

* Ensure that all hedges are cut outside of the bird nesting season.

* Take expert advice on the condition of trees on Parish Land and take remedial action where
necessary to prolong the longevity of the trees, ensuring health and safety is considered.

*  Will report any fly tipping so it can be removed by the appropriate agency.

* Will liaise with local landowners to encourage waterways to be kept clear as a flooding
deterrent.

* Will seek to enhance the biodiversity of green spaces within the Parish and to engage the
Community in this, promoting biodiversity on the website where appropriate.

* Ensure any planting on Parish Council land is approved by the Parish Council before planting and
wherever possible approved planting will be native varieties.



* Will ensure that biodiversity is discussed and added to any Neighbourhood Plan that is agreed.

1As defined in ‘Biodiversity 2020: a strategy of England’s wildlife and ecosystems’ by DEFRA
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